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EXPERT WITNESS  ·  CURRICULUM VITAE
Dr Hannah Whitcombe
Fire safety engineering
Director, Fire Engineering  ·  Calder Fire Consulting Ltd

Hannah is a chartered fire engineer with 19 years in the design and assessment of fire safety in complex buildings. She has given expert evidence on façade fires, compartmentation and means of escape in the Technology and Construction Court and in arbitration.
	
Qualifications
■	PhD, Fire Safety Engineering, University of Edinburgh (2009)
■	MEng, Civil Engineering, University of Sheffield (2005)

	
	
Professional memberships
■	Chartered Engineer (CEng)
■	Fellow, Institution of Fire Engineers (FIFireE)



Expert witness experience
	64
INSTRUCTIONS
	55% / 45%
CLAIMANT / DEFENDANT
	9
COURT AND TRIBUNAL APPEARANCES


COURTS AND TRIBUNALS
■	Technology and Construction Court
■	ICC and LCIA arbitration
■	Adjudication
TYPES OF INSTRUCTION
■	Façade fire spread
■	Compartmentation and fire stopping
■	Means of escape and evacuation
Relevant professional experience
	2016 – Present
	Director, Fire Engineering   ·   Calder Fire Consulting Ltd
Leads fire strategy and forensic fire engineering for residential and transport projects.

	2009 – 2016
	Associate, Fire Engineering   ·   Westmark Infrastructure
Fire strategies for hospitals, stations and high-rise residential buildings.


Publications
■	Whitcombe, H. (2022). Cavity barriers in rainscreen façades: test evidence and practice. Fire Safety Journal.
■	Whitcombe, H. & Kerr, A. (2019). Evacuation modelling for tall residential buildings. Conference paper.
Expert witness training
■	Expert witness certificate, civil procedure and report writing (2017)
■	Courtroom skills training (2021)

	DECLARATION
[Declaration and statement of truth: insert the wording required by the court or tribunal, or by the instructing party, in the expert report this CV accompanies.]
Signed  ______________________________	Date  ________________
Dr Hannah Whitcombe




EXPERT WITNESS  ·  CURRICULUM VITAE
Marcus Oyelaran
Structural engineering
Principal Structural Engineer  ·  Arcadia Engineering Partners

Marcus is a chartered structural engineer who advises on structural defects and failures.
	
Qualifications
■	MEng, Structural Engineering, University of Bristol (2007)

	
	
Professional memberships
■	Chartered Member, Institution of Structural Engineers (CEng MIStructE)



Expert witness experience
COURTS AND TRIBUNALS
■	Adjudication
TYPES OF INSTRUCTION
■	Concrete frame defects
Relevant professional experience
	2022 – Present
	Principal Structural Engineer   ·   Arcadia Engineering Partners


Expert witness training
■	Expert witness report-writing course (2024)

	DECLARATION
[Declaration and statement of truth: insert the wording required by the court or tribunal, or by the instructing party, in the expert report this CV accompanies.]
Signed  ______________________________	Date  ________________
Marcus Oyelaran



Curriculum vitae of the expert. Details of qualifications are given for the court or tribunal; the expert’s declaration appears in the report.
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